
Welcome…. 
  I would like to extend a warm welcome to all our new 

children and families who have joined our Gumnut family 

this year along with our returning children and families. 

We look forward to supporting you and your child in 

further developing their skills and love of learning in a 

fun, positive and relaxed environment. Already we are 

half way through February; the year is definitely flying 

by. So far this year, the children and their Educators 

have been very busy, with all of our preschool positions 

now being filled. Finally, I would like to try and add an interesting article for parents/carers to 

our newsletters. So if there are any topics you would like more information about please let 

Sharon know.  

News from our Educators 

During preschool years, children are developing social behaviours which establish a sense of 

independence and capacity for cooperation. As children become more verbal, aware of 

themselves in relation to others and able to think about another person’s point of view, they 

begin to develop skills to connect with peers. The staff role model social skills during play 

which encourages the children to share, help and cooperate with others, enabling meaningful 

friendships to develop. The children have used these developing skills to participate in many 

activities this term. Experiences have included colour mixing, painting, drawing, sensory 

experiences, games and activities from children’s individual interests. Throughout all of these 

experiences your children have already been developing their skills of problem solving, 

hypothesising, predicting, listening, following directions, being responsible, identifying ‘all the 

time’ foods and ‘sometimes foods’, washing our hands correctly, being responsible for our 

belongings, sustainability and caring for our environment, being a good friend, and so so 

many more skills. 

Opening Times at Preschool 

Our doors open at 8am for the children to begin their day. Parents are asked to sign 

their child in and make sure they have sunscreen on. We realise that the centre is 

open prior to 8am and various parents do need to get to work early. However, our 

staff use this time to have Team meetings and to ensure their preparation is ready 

for the day. Also, please note that we are bound by our license and regulations that 

state that children must not be on the premises before 8am and after 4pm. Please 

arrive before 4pm so that we can adhere to our regulations and close our doors at 

4pm.  
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Find us and ‘Like’ us 
on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/
medowiegumnutpresc
hool 

Visit our Website for 
information at 
www.medowiegumnuts.
com.au 

Access these links for 
information on 
Registered CCB and 
CCR: http:??
www.humanservices.gov
.au/customers/
centrelink/chil-care-
benefit and http://
guidesacts.fahcsia.gov.a
u/guides_acts/fag/
faguide-4.6/
faguide-4.6.3.html  

LOST PROPERTY 

Please check the lost 
property basket 
regularly for items 
such as drink bottles 
and hats etc. The 
basket can become 
overflowing with items 
in  very short space of 
time. Thank you  
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Hand Washing 

So that we remain in line with our policy re preventing 
infectious diseases with in our centre, we ask that on arrival, 

all children wash their hands. This also reflects our ‘Hand 
Washing Policy’ and NSW Government recommendations for 
‘Staying Healthy: Preventing Infectious Diseases in Early 

Childhood”. 

Leaving children in cars 

Under no circumstance must you leave a child/children 
alone in your vehicle. Please remember that doing this 
places the child/ren at risk of harm and that all staff at 
our centre are mandatory reporters. Rangers do patrol the 
area and you may receive an infringement notice for 
parking incorrectly or worse if your child/ren are left 
unattended.  
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     THINGS TO REMEMBER 
Hats - Hats are a compulsory item which the children need 
to bring. You can supply your own or you can purchase a 
hat at preschool. Please see staff if you would like to 
purchase one. Hats are required to protect the childs face 
AND neck. 

Sunscreen - Please apply this to your child in the morning 
before, or when, you arrive. We supply sunscreen or you 
are welcome to supply your own. 

Sleeveless Dresses/Shirts - Please be aware that children 
need sleeves to protect their shoulders. Please add t-shirts 
under sleeveless dresses as well to protect shoulders. 

Name Belongings - Please be sure to name all items in your 
child’s lunchbox and preschool bag. Also as a side note we 
would prefer water bottles instead of poppers and cordial 
at preschool, as recommended by the Health Department. 
Thank you 

Fees and Account Statements 

By now everyone should be 
receiving weekly Account 
Statements via email. Please 
remember that your fees should 
be at least 2 weeks in advance 
at all times. If your fees are in 
arrears, please rectify this asap. 

PARKING: Please do not park in our staff car par or 
in the ‘No Standing’ zone wen dropping off or 
collecting your child from preschool. These areas are 
specifically designated ‘no parking’ areas. Also, please 
do NOT enter the premises via the car park as this is 
often very busy with vehicles entering and leaving and 
is a hazard to children and families walking through. 
Please access our centre via the side entrance only.



Urgent!!!! 

Please make sure that Sharon has a printed up to 

date ‘Immunsiation History’ on file for your child; as 

the ‘NO JAB, NO PLAY’ rule has been in force since 

1st January this year and we must have current 

immunisation records for each child who attends our 

service. You can access a copy of your child’s 

Immunisation History at 

www.medicareaustralia.gov.au/online . If you are 
unable to print the record, please email them to 

medowiegumnut@bigpond.com and Sharon will 

happily print them for you. Also, we still require a 

copy of many children’s birth certificates - this is 

also now a legal requirement.  

Older Children in the Centre 

At Medowie Gumnut Preschool we LOVE having 

siblings and friends coming for visits. However, we 

currently have a problem arising. Firstly our 

Educators do spend a lot of time planning, preparing 

and setting up experiences for our preschoolers. 

These experiences are always set up and ready to go 

every morning. Out of respect for our Educators and 

preschool children, we would appreciate it if parents 

could encourage their older children to wait on our 

lounge or the verandah rather than going to the 

tables etc as we are finding that they are using 

resources and disturbing experiences that have been 

prepared for our preschoolers.  Also, in the 

afternoons as families and carers arrive to collect  

children they also bring with them school children 

into the centre, again, as much as we love to have 

siblings and friends coming in for visits it is 

becoming a safety and supervision issue for our 

educators as the older children enter the preschool 

and go to areas that have already been set up for 

the following day and racing through the centre and 

adding to the hustle and bustle of pick up time. As a 

result our educators find themselves talking to the 

older children about behaviour, taking care of our 

equipment, asking them to leave things as they are, 

and making sure that the younger children are not 

going outside with them. The extra children in the 

centre at this time also upsets some of our more 

anxious little ones. Our first priority is the care, 

safety and well being of our preschoolers and so I 

now have to ask that if you bring older children to 

collect your child, or your carer brings a group of 

other children with them, that the older children wait 

on the verandah or our lounge for you to collect 

your preschooler. Also, for the safety of our 

preschoolers, and the older children, please stress to 

the older children that they are not to climb on the 

outdoor equipment while they are waiting as I’ve had 

preschoolers trying to go out and climb and getting 

upset when they are asked to wait in side for their 

grown up person. 

Preschool Website 

We are excited to announce that our preschool 

website is relatively new. If you haven't yet had the 

chance to see it, take a few minutes to check it out 

at www.medowiegumnuts.com.au . Our website is now 

a ‘mobile friendly’ website meaning that it can be 

viewed on your phone and/or iPad as well as your 

computer.  

As well as all of the required information regarding 

our awesome centre, our website now has a ‘Parents 

Resources’  section where we have added things 

such as a ‘Kindergarten Readiness Checklist’, an 

‘Online Estimator’ to calculate approximate preschool 

fees, and Department of Human Services Fact Sheets 

relating to childcare and benefits. We are also 

planning on adding a ‘Lunchbox Suggestions’ and 

general information relating to child health and 

development. If there is anything else you feel would 

be useful to have in this area, please don't hesitate 

to see Sharon.  

Our website also now has an ‘Upcoming Events’ 

calendar where we add important events etc that will 

be occurring at Medowie Gumnut Preschool. Also on 

our website is a ‘News and Blog’ section. Miss 

Sharon is still learning the art of Blogging, but is 

hoping that you are enjoying this section of our 

website. Again, if there is something that you would 

like us to include here, please feel free to chat to 

Sharon.  

Another exciting part of our website is that our 

photo gallery will always be updated and changed, so 

keep an eye out for photos of your child here. A 

point to note here is that your child's photo will only 

appear on our website if you have provided us with 

written permission for this to happen. 

If you would like to write a testimonial about what 

you like about our awesome centre and educators, 

we would like to add it to our website as well. 
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