
Welcome….  

…. to the second newsletter of a 

super fun and action packed 2017. 

Miss Sharon away ….. 
During the weeks of 17th May to 7th June, Miss 
Sharon is going on her very first overseas holiday; 
to Thailand. While Miss Sharon is away, your child’s 
Educators will remain the same, and Miss Mikaylah 
will be covering for Miss Sharon. However,  if you 
are needing to contact Sharon for any reason 
throughout the week, you can still do this by either 
calling on 0438828467 or email at 
medowiegumnut@bigpond.com - keeping in mind the 
3 hour difference and Sharon will get back to you as 
soon as she can.  

HOUSE KEEPING …… 

Unwell Children at Preschool 

With the arrival of Autumn our little ones are 
beginning to get sick with coughs, sore throats, 
runny noses, headaches and generally feeling unwell. 
If your child does become unwell, please be 
considerate of the other children, their family and 
our staff when deciding whether or not to send them 
to preschool for the day. Giving them a dose of 
panadol or cough and cold medicine and hoping for 
the best isn't the best option as your child would 
benefit more from a day at home where they can 
rest and get better.  

No Access Via Our Drive Way or Car Park …… 
Recently we have had a lot of parents/carers parking 
in our drive way as they drop off or collect their 
child from preschool. This area is a car park for our 
Staff, Maintenance Vehicles and Emergency Vehicles 
ONLY.  

Preschool Gates 

When entering and leaving 

our preschool, please check 

that the gate is latched closed 

and doesn't bounce open. 

Please also help us look after 

our gates by making sure 

that older children do not 

climb onto the gates or 

fences to open them. This 

does break the gate and the 

hinges thus making it difficult 

for the gates to automatically 

close once you have been 

through them. Please also be 

aware that children and 

families are required to use 

our side gate only. The front 

car park and the front gate 

are for Staff, Maintenance and 

Emergency access only. The 

reason being that children are 

not easily seen to a car that 

may be entering or leaving 

our car park. 

Hats and Extra Clothing 
Our Educators have asked 
that I remind all Families to 
make sure their child brings a 
coat everyday they attend preschool. Medowie 
Gumnut Preschool has a ‘No Hat, No Play’ policy that  
requires all children to wear a hat when outside. We 
have a limited number of spare hats and once they 
run out children are required to play on the 
verandah only if they do not have a hat to wear.  
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Hours of Operation 

Please note that our 
hours of operation 
are 8am to 4pm. We 
currently have 
several families who 
consistently arrive 
at, or after 4pm and 
then spend time 
going over what 
their child has done 
across the day, or 
wanting to have a 
chat to Educators 
about their child. Our 
licence permits us to 
have children on the 
premises and in our 
care from 8am to 
4pm only. Please 
make sure you 
arrive to collect your 
child, spend time 
with them and 
discuss their day 
with educators PRIOR 
to 4pm as our 
educators all have 
somewhere to be 
straight after work; 
to collect their own 
child from care, 
meetings, and 
training etc.
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Important Dates  

* Fire Brigade Visit ~ Monday 10th April at 10:30am  

* 14th and 17th April ~ Closed for Easter 

* 25th April ~ Closed for ANZAC Day 

* Fire Brigade Visit ~ Tuesday 2nd May at 10:30am 

* Magic Show ~ Wednesday 17th May at 2pm 

* Miss Sharon off to Thailand ~ 17th May to 7th June 

* Work Experience Students ~ 22nd to 26th May  

* Fire Brigade Visit ~ Wednesday 7th June at 
10:30am 

* Dinosaur Show ~ Friday 9th June at 10am 

* 12th June ~ Closed for Queens Birthday public 
holiday 

* Fire Brigade Visit ~ Thursday 6th July at 10.30am 

*** Remember to sign your child in when you 
arrive and when you depart. **** 

A Message from Miss Sharon; our 

Education Leader… It has been wonderful to 

see all the children settle into their our environment 
so well. They have quickly become familiar with the 
our routines, embracing new experiences and 
challenges they may face along the way.  

Our ongoing commitment to develop meaningful 
relationships with all children and families is a 
continued focus for us. During the day we strive to 
have quality time with all children and value the 

conversations we have with parents and 
grandparents during drop off and pick up times. As 
this can be a busy time, we are always happy to 
make ourselves available for a longer time to chat 
during the day. As we require other available 
educators to relieve us during this process some 
previous organisation is required. 

Developing a greater amount of control and strength, 
when manipulating different pieces of equipment, 
becomes an important focus for children in the Pre-
Kinder years. As each child’s ideas develop, their 
desire to create and manage different pieces of 
equipment and resources increases. Manipulating 
equipment independently is a gradual progression. 

Moving from paste to using sticky tape and masking 
tape dispensers has been an exciting experience for 
many of the children. They soon discover how sharp 
the serrated edge is on the dispenser. Using many 
layers of sticky tape on one small area has been a 
very popular occurrence. 

Developing greater control when using the scissors 
has also been a focus for many children. This has 
been wonderful to observe as they carefully cut 
fringes around paper and cut out pictures of 
interest. 

As we focus on Quality Area 1 of the National Quality 
Standards–Program & Practice, throughout 2017, we 
have been looking at ways in which children play and 
what a play based curriculum means to us. 

Meaningful play presents children with endless 
opportunities to develop understandings of the world 
around them, explore, problem solve, collaborate, and 
develop social capabilities. 

As educators, we are intentional in our selection of 
resources being used within our program. This is to 
ensure we are taking children’s interests into 
consideration, crafting opportunities to build on their 
current understandings and to create moments 
where we can implement ‘intentional teaching’ 
pedagogical approaches, with the children. 

Reflecting on this has motivated us to introduce more 
‘loose parts’, into the program. Loose parts are 
open-ended materials with no specific set of 
directions. They may include stones, stumps, sand, 
gravel, fabric, twigs, wood, pallets, balls, buckets, 
baskets, crates, boxes, logs, rope, lids, corks, tyres, 
shells, gumnuts, or seedpods. 
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Loose parts can be used any way children choose 

* Materials can be adapted and manipulated in many 
ways 

* Loose parts encourage creativity and imagination 

* Children develop more skill and competence as 
they problem solve 

* Loose parts promote children to initiate their own, 
open-ended learning 

Throughout the year we hope to develop a re-use 
station, to encourage more recycled materials being 
brought into the centre 

Siblings at Preschool …. 

At Medowie Gumnut Preschool we fully encourage the 
families of our preschool children to be a big part of 
our preschool, and thoroughly enjoy interaction with 
the siblings and other family members.  

Many of the older children who enter our playground 
and centre treat it with respect and we love to have 
them visiting our preschool.  
However, recently we have had some older siblings 
picking the flowers the children are growing, 
breaking equipment, leaving rubbish in our 
playground, making a lot of noise inside and taking 
equipment off our shelves and leaving it out for staff 
to have to pack away again.  

Also, if your older children are waiting for you 
outside, we ask that you encouraging them to wait 
quietly on the verandah while you collect your 
preschool child. Having older children climbing on our 
outdoor equipment, or racing around inside, creates 
a safety issue.  
It is also policy of our centre that no preschool child 

is allowed outside without an adult; please be sure 

that, when you arrive to collect your child in the 

afternoon that they DO NOT go out into the 

playground until you are ready to exit with them. 

We are more than happy to have the older siblings 

come into the preschool when you collect your 

preschooler, however we do ask that these children 

do respect our preschool environment; and leave 

equipment, flowers and anything else they discover, 

where they found it.   
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